Cullen, for example,1 considered " a spasm of the extreme arteries supporting an increased action in the course of the same as the proximate cause of inflammation." He believed that at least in every considerable inflammation there was increased tension, tone, and activity of the whole vascular system, and that this condition was " most effectually taken off by the relaxing power of bloodletting." To diminish the action of the heart and arteries, and to take off the spasm of the particular part, were his chief indications for the employment of remedies which, whether diluent, refrigerant, 1 " Cullen's First Lines." DR HENRY VEALE ON TIIE [DEC. sedative, sudorific, emetic, or purgative, were all, like "bleeding itself, although not in the same degree, more or less depletive.
Hunter's1 view of inflammation was somewhat different. According to his theory, there is in inflammation " either an increase of life or an increased disposition to use with more violence the life which the machine or the part is in possession of; and also there is an increased size of vessels, and of course an increased circulation in the part inflamed, and in the constitution in general."?" We find," he says, " from common observation, that many circumstances in life, as also many applications to parts, will call forth the contraction of the vessels. We are, from the above theory, to apply such means; and whatever will do this without irritation will so far counteract the effects." And again,?" 
